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EIGHTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

UNION  BENEVOLENT  ASSOCIATION. 


Presented  at  the  Annual  Meeting ,  held  Tuesday  Evening ,  Oct.  23 d,  1849. 


The  Executive  Board  of  the  Union  Benevolent  Association 
present  their  Eighteenth  Annual  Report,  and  again  invoke  the 
aid  of  a  generous  public,  in  furtherance  of  the  objects  of  the 
institution. 

The  rules  the  Association  has  adopted  in  the  distribution  of 
its  funds,  and  to  which  it  has  endeavored  steadfastly  to  adhere, 
have  been  so  frequently  stated,  that  there  would  not  seem  to  be 
any  necessity  of  again  announcing  them ;  but,  perhaps,  they 
cannot  be  too  frequently  impressed  upon  the  community,  if  but 
to  assure  the  public,  and  kindred  institutions,  that  long  expe¬ 
rience  has  sanctioned,  and  still  continues  to  approve,  the  policy 
of  these  rules  in  the  distribution  of  the  funds  committed  to  us. 

Charity  ceases  to  be  such  when  it  destroys  a  spirit  of  self- 
reliance.  The  Association,  therefore,  in  relieving  the  necessi¬ 
tous,  does  it  with  no  grudging  hand.  It  strives  to  do  it  with 
promptness  and  discrimination,  and  by  thus  husbanding  its 
resources,  is  enabled  to  effect  a  double  object,  the  more  widely 
to  diffuse  its  means,  and  at  the  same  time  to  expend  them  so 
that  their  distribution  shall  not,  by  fostering  a  spirit  of  idle 
dependence,  prove  an  injury  instead  of  a  blessing. 

It  is  impossible  that  the  casual  giver  shall,  in  all  cases,  be 
able  to  give  judiciously,  unless  he  takes  the  time  and  the  pains 
to  investigate  the  merits  of  every  applicant.  The  pursuits  or 
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inclinations  of  few  will  permit  or  encourage  such  an  investigation. 
To  those,  therefore,  who  believe  that  alms  injudiciously  be¬ 
stowed,  but  augment  the  evils  of  poverty,  and  whose  occupations 
are  such  as  to  prevent  an  examination  of  the  claims  of  the  neces¬ 
sitous,  this  Society  affords  a  safe  channel  for  the  exercise  of 
their  benevolence.  The  visitors  of  the  institution  take  upon 
themselves  the  labor  of  distributing  relief,  and  the  experience  of 
eighteen  years  has  sufficiently  shown  that  they  have,  with  a 
wise  discrimination,  exercised  the  trust  committed  to  them. 

The  following  statistics  (the  result  of  the  operations  of  the 
past  year)  are  from  the  Ladies’  report,  which  will  be  read  this 
evening,  and  will  tell  its  own  simple  history  of  sufferings 
relieved.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  their  mere  announcement 
will  furnish  no  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  services  rendered  by 
our  lady  visitors  in  the  noble  cause  in  which  they  are  engaged. 
Every  sympathy  expressed,  advice  afforded,  visit  made,  or 
garment  given,  is  associated  with  some  tale  of  woe,  some  grate¬ 
ful  emotion,  some  whispered  blessing  on  the  head  of  the 
benefactor. 


Visits  made.  ... 
Families  under  charge, 

Children  under  12  years  of  age, 
Children  at  Day  School. 

“  Sabbath  School, 

Those  who  have  been  sick, 

Those  who  have  died, 

Garments  from  the  different  Dorcas, 
from  private  charity, 
Foreigners,  ... 

Colored  persons,  ... 
Orphans,  ... 

Lame,  .... 
Blind,  ... 

Deaf  and  dumb,  - 
Insane,  -  -  - 

Superannuated,  ... 
Intemperate, 

Inveterate  paupers, 

Profitably  employed, 


6,084 

1371 

1288 

347 

375 

1,141 

82 

and  other  Societies,  and 

3,443 

310 

111 

34 

21 

9 

4 

3 

58 

38 

51 

141 
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Coal  from  various  sources,  which  amount  includes  that  pur¬ 
chased  by  the  Association,  (and  by  donation,)  some  of 
which  was  resold  at  half  cost,  ...  960  tons. 

Wood,  from  various  sources,  .....  138  cords. 

The  Treasurer  has  received,  through  collections,  the  sum  of,  $6,352  04 
which,  with  balance  of,  -  -  -  .  106  67 

in  hands  at  the  period  of  the  last  annual  meeting, - 

amounts  to,  ......  $6,458  72 

And  has  expended,  .....  §6,7 16  29 


Creating  a  deficit  of,  ....  $257  57 

Which,  by  collections  made  since  the  13th  inst.,  has  been 

removed,  and  there  is  now  a  balance  in  hands,  of,  $672  43 

The  sum  of  $1,605  50  of  the  amount  of  $6,352  04  received  by  the 
Treasurer,  was  collected  from  the  sales  of  coal,  to  purchase  which,  in 
many  instances,  assistance  was  rendered  by  the  visitors,  from  the  funds 
of  the  Association,  leaving  the  actual  amount  contributed,  for  the  use  of 
the  Association,  the  past  year,  $4,746  54. 

The  past  winter,  spring,  and  summer,  have  been  seasons  of 
much  self-sacrifice  and  exertion  among  the  lady  visitors.  The 
unusually  large  immigration  to  this  country,  and  the  late  pre¬ 
vailing  epidemic,  required  the  full  exercise  of  their  benevolence 
and  activity. 

The  various  sources  from  which  fuel  can  now  be  obtained 
gratuitously,  have  created  a  very  general  dependence,  even 
among  those  who  would  decline  receiving  alms  in  any  other 
form.  To  arrest,  as  far  as  practicable,  this  growing  evil,  it  was 
thought  expedient  to  sell  coal,  during  the  last  winter,  at  half 
price,  the  sale  being  confined  to  those  who  would  have  been 
gratuitous  recipients  under  the  old  practice.  A  considerable 
portion  of  the  coal  distributed  last  winter  was  thus  sold.  It  was 
thought  the  plan  pursued  would  remove  the  evils  complained 
of,  but  its  merits  have  not  as  yet  been  sufficiently  tried  to  pre¬ 
dict  with  certainty  the  results.  Should  the  experiment  succeedj 
however,  a  double  benefit  will  follow'  its  success.  The  Society 
wrill  have  a  larger  supply  of  coal,  and  the  poor,  purchasing  it, 
instead  of  procuring  it  for  nothing,  will  be  inspired  with  a  dis- 
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position  to  exert  themselves  they  otherwise  would  not  have 
manifested. 

The  Board  would  venture  to  commend  to  public  patronage 
the  store  department  under  the  management  of  the  ladies.  Its 
success  has  more  than  realized  our  expectations.  Employment 
has  been  given  to  sixty  women,  at  wages  much  beyond  those 
received  for  female  labor.  3,928  garments,  from  the  finest  to 
the  coarsest  kinds,  have  been  made  and  sold,  at  prices  not 
above  those  asked  elsewhere.  There  is  no  reason  why  600 
women  should  not  be  annually  employed,  instead  of  60. 

In  proportion  to  the  number  employed,  at  generous  wages, 
would  poverty  be  diminished,  its  recurrence  in  many  cases 
prevented,  and  the  amount  asked  for  charitable  relief  lessened. 
No  profit  is  demanded  at  our  hands.  After  deducting  the  small 
expenses  incurred  in  conducting  the  establishment,  the  surplus 
is  given  in  the  shape  of  wages  to  the  females  employed.  The 
success  of  the  plan  must  depend  upon  the  community. 

The  Board  take  pleasure  in  again  acknowledging  the  liberality 
of  Mr.  Robert  W.  Mingus,  baker,  No.  139  South  10th  street, 
who,  on  different  occasions,  has  contributed  820  loaves  of  bread, 
all  which  has  been  gratefully  received  by  the  applicants  for 
charity  at  the  office  of  the  Association. 

The  sickness  which  prevailed  among  the  poor  during  the  last 
summer,  and  the  constantly  increasing  immigration,  will  call  for 
a  larger  amount  of  funds  than  usual,  to  afford  any  thing  like 
adequate  aid.  The  Board  pledge  the  disinterested,  constant 
and  impartial  efforts  of  the  visitors  towards  the  immediate  relief 
of  all  cases  which,  on  examination,  prove  entitled  to  it.  They 
therefore  earnestly  appeal  to  the  community  in  support  of  this 
excellent  charity,  and  hope  their  appeal  will  not  be  in  vain. 

Charles  S.  Wurts,  President. 

Edw'Ard  Armstrong,  Recording  Secretary. 


REPORT 


OF 

THE  LADIES’  BOARD  OF  MANAGERS, 

For  the  year  ending  9th  mo.,  (Sept.)  1849. 


The  past  year  has  been  one  fraught  with  many  vicissitudes. 
The  convulsions  which  are  rending  Europe  have  sent  to  our 
shores  the  outcast  and  the  stranger,  (many  of  them  bearing  the 
seeds  of  disease  and  death,)  who,  landing  among  strangers, 
homeless  and  friendless,  have  appealed  to  the  warmest  sympa¬ 
thies  of  our  nature.  Nor  have  they  appealed  in  vain.  To 
many  such  has  the  Visitor  of  this  Association  proved  herself  a 
good  Samaritan ;  and  though  unchronicled  are  her  deeds  of 
kindness,  (bestowed,  not  transiently,  but  from  day  to  day,  and 
her  alms  have  been  in  secret,)  yet  is  her  recompense  with  Him 
“  who  seeth  in  secret,”  and  who  has  promised  “  lo  reward 
openly.” 

The  past  winter  was  one  of  unusual  severity  ;  and,  together 
with  the  high  price  of  provisions,  caused  much  suffering  among 
the  poor.  The  prevalence  amongst  us  of  late,  of  “  the  pesti¬ 
lence  that  walketh  in  darkness,”  has  also  furnished  additional 
opportunities  for  the  excercise  of  the  benevolent  feelings,  and 
although  a  kind  Providence  has  been  pleased,  “in  the  midst  of 
judgment,  to  remember  mercy,”  causing  the  fiat  to  go  forth, 
“  Thus  far  shalt  thou  go  and  no  further nevertheless,  occasions 
have  not  been  wanting  wherein  the  self-denying  Visitor  of  this 
Association  has  not  shrunk  from  the  performance  of  her  duty,  to 
the  sick  and  the  dying,  fearlessly  entering  the  abodes  of  con- 
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tagion,  with  words  and  deeds  of  kindness  to  the  suffering  in¬ 
mates  ;  and  after  human  efforts  proved  unavailing,  and  death 
was  inevitable,  performing  the  last  sad  offices  when  all  others 
had  fled. 

FIRST  DISTRICT. 

Extending  from  Market  to  Vine — Delaware  to  Sixth  street. 


No.  of  families  requiring  as¬ 
sistance,  -  -  -  114 

Children  under  12  years,  -  121 

at  School,  -  -  30 

at  Sabbath  School,  15 
u  profitably  employed,  10 
Intemperate  persons,  -  9 

Lame  do.  -  4 

Blind  do.  -  -  -  3 

Superannuated  individuals,  -  8 

Inveterate  paupers,  7 

Colored  persons,  -  -  13 

Foreigners,  -  -  -  -  72 

Visits  made,  ...  888 

Average  number  of  sick,  -  1 3 

Expended  of  the  U.  B.  A.,  $180. 

Coal  given  from  U.  B.  A.,  7}  tons. 
Coal  given  from  Guardians,  4^  tons. 
Coal  given  from  Cherry  street  As¬ 
sociation,  £  ton. 

Total  amount  given,  13  £  tons. 
Wood  given  from  Guardians,  9 
cords. 

Wood  given  from  City  Councils,  5 
cords. 

Wood  given  from  Cherry  street 
Association,  31  tons. 

Wood  given  from  John  Street,  iy 
cords. 

Wood  purchased  of  Grandom  In¬ 
stitute,  1  cord. 

Coal  purchased  of  Grandom  Insti¬ 
tute,  5  tons. 

Coal  procured  by  depositors  from 
U.  B.  A.,  24  tons. 


Garments  delivered  as  follows,  viz. 

168  from  Philada.  Female  Associ¬ 
ation  for  Relief  of  Sick  and  In¬ 
firm  Poor. 

61  from  Northern  Liberties  Associ¬ 
ation  for  relief  and  employment 
of  poor. 

12  from  Dorcas  Society  of  German 
Reformed  Church. 

Northern  District  Sewing  Society — 
13  yards  calico,  1  yard  muslin, 
1 1  garments. 

Howard  Circle,  16  yards  calico,  5 
yards  flannel,  2  yards  muslin,  7 
garments. 

16  garments  from  St.  John’s  Luthe¬ 
ran  Dorcas. 

Private  charity,  cash  $42,881-,  121 
garments,  1  matrass,  pillows, 
bedding,  4  chairs,  2  comfortables, 
a  quilt,  blanket,  a  stove,  carpet, 
potatoes,  tea,  coffee,  sugar,  nour¬ 
ishment  for  the  sick,  also  a  nurse 
for  six  weeks  procured  for  a  poor 
woman  in  consumption,  2  stoves 
loaned,  2  tables  given. 

Whole  amount  of  garments  distri¬ 
buted,  394. 

Employment  obtained  for  9  persons. 

9  sent  to  the  almshouse. 

Paid  for  sewing  from  Philadelphia 
Association  for  relief  of  sick  and 
infirm,  $1 1.01. 

2  children  placed  at  school. 

1  stove  loaned  from  U.  B.  A. 


From  the  monthly  reports  of  this  District,  the  following  is 
extracted,  viz: 

A  Visitor  was  called  upon  to  attend  to  a  family  of  Irish 
emigrants  recently  arrived,  consisting  of  a  man,  his  wife  and  four 
children.  They  had  left  their  lodging  house  in  Water  st.,  ter¬ 
rified  by  the  drunken  revels  of  its  inmates,  and  were  found 
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houseless  and  homeless  by  the  proprietor  of  a  paper  box  manu¬ 
factory,  who  kindly  sheltered  them  in  the  drying  room  of  his 
establishment.  The  mother  and  two  of  the  children  were  com¬ 
pletely  prostrated  from  the  want  of  nourishment,  and  one  of  them 
fainted  on  taking  food.  The  benevolence  of  a  number  of  indi¬ 
viduals  has  been  exerted  in  their  behalf,  and  they  are  now  com¬ 
paratively  comfortable.  It  was  proposed  to  place  them  in  the 
Almshouse,  but  those  most  interested  objected  to  this,  and  pro¬ 
mised  their  aid  until  the  sick  recovered.  They  hope  then  to 
procure  employment  for  the  father,  who  seems  to  be  an  active, 
intelligent  man. 

A  note  was  received  from  one  of  our  Visitors,  stating  that  the 
writer  was  compelled  by  poverty  to  make  an  appeal  on  behalf 
of  herself  and  five  children,  (two  of  whom  were  twins,  and  both 
sick.)  That  she  w7as  without  fire  or  food,  her  husband  out  of 
employment,  and  that  she  could  no  longer  conceal  their  situ¬ 
ation.  Immediate  attention  was  given  to  the  case,  which  has 
excited  the  liveliest  feelings  of  interest.  The  husband  is  ascer¬ 
tained  to  be  a  sober,  industrious  young  man,  (a  plasterer  by 
trade,)  and  of  a  respectable  family,  who  has  been  wronged  and 
swindled  by  his  employer  out  of  a  considerable  amount  of 
money,  which  wrnuld  have  secured  him  a  comfortable  living 
during  the  winter,  when  his  work  must  necessarily  cease.  He 
sought  diligently  for  work  to  procure  bread  for  his  children,  but 
in  vain.  His  wife  was  taken  sick;  he  became  almost  despe¬ 
rate;  and  they  gradually  parted  with  their  best  furniture,  and 
some  articles  of  wearing  apparel.  Shrinking  from  a  develop¬ 
ment  of  their  necessities,  he  objected  to  asking  aid,  and  his 
wife  applied  unknown  to  him.  He  now,  however,  seems  very 
grateful  for  the  relief  which  has  been  extended,  and  much 
encouraged  by  the  efforts  made  to  restore  them  again  to  a  com¬ 
fortable  condition.  Without  doubt,  if  he  continues  well,  when 
spring  opens  he  can  obtain  business,  which  will  supply  all  their 
needs. 

The  constant  addition  of  newly  arriving  emigrants,  who 
throng  some  sections  in  this  District,  almost  precludes  the 
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possibility  of  accomplishing  more  than  the  relief  of  their 
immediate  necessities,  which  are  often  very  pressing.  In  one 
section,  in  a  small  basement  room,  live  two  Irish  families,  one 
consisting  of  a  man,  his  wife,  and  three  children ;  the  other,  a 
widow  with  three  children,  one  of  them  an  infant  but  a  few 
days  old.  The  husband  died  on  the  voyage  three  or  four 
months  ago.  As  far  as  practicable,  their  wants  have  been 
attended  to. 

A  visiter  mentions  the  death  of  a  young  man  22  years  of  age 
who  had  joined  the  army  in  Mexico  as  a  volunteer.  After 
realizing  the  horrors  of  war,  he  was  attacked  with  fever.  Upon 
his  return,  like  the  poor  Prodigal,  he  found  refuge  in  the 
sympathies  of  home.  Under  the  influence  of  maternal  care, 
with  some  assistance  his  wants  were  supplied  and  his  distress 
alleviated.  His  sufferings  were  severe,  and  he  gradually 
declined  for  several  months.  During  this  period  he  was 
favored  to  experience  an  humble  confidence  in  Divine  mercy. 
He  awaited  the  final  change  with  calm  resignation,  and  we 
trust  has  been  permitted  to  enter  a  mansion  of  rest. 

SECOND  AND  THIRD  DISTRICTS. 


Extending  from  Market  to  South — Delaware  to  Sixth  Street. 


No.  of  families  requiring  assist¬ 

Garments  given  as  follows : 

ance,  .... 

98 

First  Presbyterian  Church,  - 

22 

Children  under  12  years, 

115 

House  of  Industry, 

1 

“  profitably  employed, 

2 

St.  Andrew’s,  ... 

1 

“  at  school. 

24 

Friends’  South.  Dist.  Sewing 

at  Sunday  school, 

29 

Society,  -  -  -  - 

17 

Superannuated  individuals, 

12 

Female  Association,  - 

6 

Orphans,  -  -  - 

5 

Union  Dorcas,  * 

10 

Foreigners,  -  -  -  - 

63 

Young  Ladies’  Association, 

5 

People  of  Color,  -  -  - 

44 

Private  charity, 

70 

Intemperate  persons, 

10 

Total  number  of  garments  dis¬ 

Blind  persons,  - 

2 

tributed,  -  -  -  - 

142 

Lame  person,  ... 

1 

Expended  of  the  funds  of  the 

Deaf  and  dumb,  - 

3 

U.  B.  A.  -  -  -  $185 

Inveterate  paupers, 

2 

Coal  given  from  U.  B.  A.  71  tons. 

Insane,  .... 

1 

“  “  Guardians,  9  tons. 

Number  of  visits,  - 

774 

Coal  purchased  of  U.  B.  A.  by  poor 

“  sick,  average  per  month 

10 

families,  171  tons. 

Deaths  for  the  year, 

10 

11  purchased  of  Grandom  Insti- 

tute,  5i  tons. 


11 


\ 


Wood  purchased  of  Grandom  Insti¬ 
tute,  31  cords  . 

“  obtained  from  Guardians,  8 
cords. 

<£  from  City  Council,  8f  cords. 

11  from  Rev.  John  Street,  f  cord. 
Aid  from  Guardians — 50  cents  per 
week  each  to  4  families. 

Aid  from  Guardians — $  1  per  month 
each  to  three  persons. 

Aid  from  a  physician,  and  4  dollars 
worth  of  groceries. 

Aid  from  private  charity, — Cash, 
$23.82;  provisions,  tea,  bed  and 
bedding 

Groceries  from  St.  Paul’s  Church, 
one  dollar  per  month. 


Loaned  from  U.  B.  A.  2  stoves — 
both  returned. 

One  person  admitted  into  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Hospital. 

Loaned  from  Fragment  Society  one 
comfortable  and  blanket. 

Seventeen  dollars  deposited  by  poor 
women  for  coal,  many  of  whom 
express  themselves  much  pleased 
with  the  excellent  quality  of  the 
coal,  never  having  had  so  good 
before. 

Bibles  given  from  Friends’  Bible 
Association,  Female  and  Young 
Men’s  Bible  Society. 


“The  visitor  of  Third  District,  Section  9,  being  providentially 
led  to  a  room  where  dwelt  a  tvoman  with  two  small  children — 
one  of  them  sick — found  they  were  Irish  emigrants,  just  arrived, 
and  the  only  food  they  had  had  for  some  time  was  oatmeal 
gruel,  from  their  ship  stores,  which  was  nearly  gone,  and  the 
sight  of  which  caused  nausea  in  the  invalid  child.  The  father 
had  gone  to  the  country  to  seek  work.  A  sister  of  the  woman 
had  walked  from  early  morning  till  night,  for  three  days,  to 
find  a  place  of  service,  but  had  been  refused.  The  visitor  sent 
her  to  a  friend  in  the  country,  and  received  the  first  dollars  of 
her  wrnges  for  her  sister’s  rent.  The  father  returned,  bringing 
his  wages  with  him,  and  will  probably  take  his  family  with  him 
to  the  place  where  he  has  obtained  employment. 

“  One  young  man  who  was  in  Moyamensing  Prison,  and 
was  there  reformed  chiefly  through  the  instrumentality  of  Mr. 

H - ,*  is  now  doing  very  well,  and  assisting  his  widowred 

mother  in  the  support  of  her  other  children.” 

The  visitor  of  Section  8,  Third  District,  reports  the  happy 
death  of  a  young  woman,  whose  last  words  were,  “My  peace 
is  made!” 


*  One  of  our  “  Executive  Board  of  Managers.” 
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FOURTH  DISTRICT. 


Market  to  Vine — Sixth  to  Twelfth  Street. 


No.  of  families  requiring  at¬ 
tention,  -  -  -  -  79 

Children  under  12  years,  -  63 

at  School,  -  -  20 

“  Sunday  School,  -  8 

profitably  employed,  4 

Superannuated  individuals,  1 1 

Foreigners,  -  -  -  -  15 

People  of  color,  -  •  -  35 

Intemperate  persons,  -  -  4 

Blind  persons,  -  -  -  3 

Inveterate  paupers,  -  -  2 

Visits  made,  ...  518 

Average  cases  of  sickness,  7 

No.  of  deaths,  -  -  -  2 

Garments  given  from  Winter 
Gathering,  -  -  -  21 

Garments  given  from  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  -  -  17 

Garments  given  from  House 

of  Industry,  -  -  2 

Garments  given  from  Cherry 
Street  Association,  -  96 

Garments  given  from  1st  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  -  •  3 

Whole  amount,  -  -  237 


Of  the  above  93  were  from  private 
sources. 

$15.50  private  charity. 

Coal  given  from  U.  B.  Asso¬ 
ciation,  -  -  -  2  tons 


Purchased  by  depositories  of  U.  B. 
Association,  10  tons  coal. 

Received  from  Guardians,  2  cords 
wood. 

Received  from  Young  Men’s  Asso¬ 
ciation,  Cherry  street,  1-2  cord 
wood. 

Also  5  1-2  cords  wood,  1-2  ton  of 
coal. 

Purchased  of  Grandom  Iustitute, 
1 1|  tons. 

Paid  for  sewing  from  Cherry  Street 
Association,  for  relief  of  sick  and 
infirm  poor,  $36.15. 

Aid  from  Guardians,  $1  per  week, 
for  4  weeks,  and  groceries  to 
the  amount  of  $1.75. 

Loaned  from  Fragment  Society 
1  blanket  and  1  comfortable. 

Stoves  loaned  from  U.  B.  Associa¬ 
tion,  2. 

$1.56  paid,  on  one  loaned  a  year 
ago. 

Deposites  for  coal,  $17.75.  $1.25 

for  wood. 

One  child  placed  at  Sabbath  school. 

Four  persons  procured  employment, 
three  at  House  of  Industry. 

One  person  sent  to  Almshouse. 

Expended  of  the  funds  of  the  U. 
B.  Association,  $55. 


“Many  cases  of  sickness  have  been  under  care,  a  few  of 
which  were  small-pox.  The  death  of  one  person  is  mentioned, 
whose  latter  days  were  rendered  much  more  comfortable,  not 
only  by  the  attention  which  our  Visitor  paid  to  her  temporal 
wrants,  but  also  by  the  interest  manifested  in  her  spiritual  state.” 

One  report  mentions  the  following,  “  Of  $10  loaned  a  colored 
woman,  at  a  time  of  unusual  distress,  $7.50  has  been  returned, 
and  the  remainder  promised  shortly.” 

One  Visitor  states,  that  “  a  poor  colored  woman  who,  for 
several  years,  has  deposited  money  for  coal,  has  been  unable  to 
do  so  at  this  season,  on  account  of  the  necessity  she  felt  for 
redeeming  the  time  of  her  son,  who  had  been  indentured  in  the 
lower  part  of  Delaware,  but  who,  falling  into  the  hands  of  an 


13 


unprincipled  master,  was  in  great  danger  of  being  clandestinely 
sold  much  farther  South.  Strong,  but  unavailing,  efforts  were 
made  to  obtain  his  release  ;  until  his  mother,  by  her  own  indus¬ 
try,  aided  by  a  few  friends,  raised  the  sum  of  eighty  dollars, 
when  he  was  returned  to  her,  with  the  necessary  papers,  and  a 
good  place  promised  him  in  this  city.” 

Two  cases  of  imposition  are  recorded.  In  alluding  to  the 
funeral  of  a  poor  but  respectable  woman,  who  had  died  of 
cholera,  and  whose  body  the  Visitor  kindly  assisted  in  prepar¬ 
ing  for  burial,  the  report  says,  “  the  feelings  of  the  Visitor 
were  much  grieved  by  hearing  that  she  had  been  carried  to  the 
grave  by  a  drunken  driver,  with  an  oath  upon  his  lips,  and  with 
but  one  assistant ;  and  she  could  not  but  think  that  the  scene  was 
not  only  an  injury  to  the  moral  sense  of  the  neighbors,  and  their 
children  who  witnessed  it,  but  also  a  disgrace  to  our  city.  The 
idea  suggested  itself,  that  if  our  gentlemen  managers  could  con¬ 
fer  with  ‘  the  Board  of  Guardians,’  some  better  arrangement 
might  be  made  for  the  future.” 

FIFTH  AND  NINTH  DISTRICTS. 


Market  to  South.  Delaware  6th  to  Schuylkill  6th  Streets, 


No.  of  Families  relieved,  140 

Children  under  12  years,  -  67 

“  at  day  and  Sunday 
school,  -  -  -  -  45 

Children  profitably  employed,  1 2 
Orphans,  9 

Lame  persons,  -  2 

Superannuated,  -  -  -  7 

Inveterate  paupers,  -  -  12 

62  white,  78  colored. 

Garments  distributed  from  1st 
Presbyterian  Church,  -  136 

Garments  distributed  from  St. 

Lukes,  -  -  -  17 

Garments  distributed  from  St. 

Stevens,  ...  8 

Garments  distributed  from  St. 

Andrew’s,  3 

Garments  distributed  from  St. 
Paul’s,  2 


Garments  distributed  from 
Clinton  Street  Church,  9 

Mrs.  Sergeant’s  Dorcas  Society,  2 

F riends’  W estern  Sewing  Circle,  2 
Total  amount,  -  410 

Expended  of  the  funds  of  the  U. 
B.  Association,  $180. 

Coal  from  U.  B.  Association,  12J 
tons. 

Coal  from  Guardians  12£  tons. 

Wood  from  Guardians,  26  cords. 

Coal  purchased  of  Grandom  Insti¬ 
tute,  31  tons. 

Private  charity,  2  tons. 

Loaned  from  U.  B.  Association, 
4  stoves. 

Bed  clothing  loaned  from  Frag¬ 
ment  Society,  on  several  occa¬ 
sions. 


Five  deaths  are  reported,  three  of  the  number  were  colored 
persons,  of  whom  cheering  evidence  was  afforded  that  they  were 
prepared  for  their  change  especially  of  one  of  them,  a  man  by 
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the  name  of  Tribute  who  had  long  been  a  member  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  and  was  found  “  with  a  reliance  on  divine  mercy 
awaiting  his  departure.”  Many  interesting  cases  have  been 
recorded  of  families  relieved  from  very  discouraging  circum¬ 
stances.  Iu  one  instance,  a  Visitor  was  called  to  a  very  desti¬ 
tute  family,  consisting  of  a  mother  and  six  children,  who  were 
found  in  a  damp  cellar,  without  food,  fuel  or  clothing ;  the 
mother  sick,  and  disheartened  from  having  been  suddenly 
deprived  of  her  husband,  by  death,  who  had  just  succeeded  in 
procuring  employment  that  would  have  enabled  him  to  provide 
comfortably  for  his  family.  The  Visitor  procured  a  stove  and 
other  needed  comforts,  with  medicine  and  advice  for  the  sick, 
besides  employment  for  the  two  eldest  children.  The  mother 
expresses  much  gratitude  for  this  timely  aid,  as,  without  it,  she 
fears  her  children  would  have  been  left  orphans. 

“  Two  other  families,  who  have  not  been  in  the  habit  of 
seeking  relief,  have,  from  sickness,  been  obliged  to  ask  aid  of 
this  Society.  Loans  of  money  have  been  made,  and,  in  most 
instances,  promptly  returned  ;  where  these  loans  are  made,  they 
are  refunded  by  some  of  the  Visitors,  and  the  persons  are  em¬ 
ployed  to  the  amount  of  their  debt.” 

“  Many  industrious  persons  have  their  burdens  lightened  by 
having  their  children  removed  to  the  Foster  Home,  and  more 
would  gladly  avail  themselves  of  the  benefits  of  this  institution, 
if  its  funds  were  adequate.” 


SIXTH  DISTRICT. 

Spruce  to  South ,  Sixth  to  Twelfth  Street. 


No.  of  families  under  care,  60 
Visits  made,  -  346 

Sick  persons,  -  -  -  44 

Wood  obtained  from  Guardians, 
3|  cords. 

Expended  of  the  funds  of  U.  B. 
Association,  $90. 

Coal  obtained  from  Guardians,  2£ 
tons. 

Coal  given  from  U.  B.  Association, 
16J  tons. 

Groceries  obtained  from  Guardians 
12  orders. 

Deposited  to  the  amount  of  $28. 


Wood  from  Young  Men’s  Associa¬ 
tion,  Cherry  street,  f  cord. 
Garments  distributed  as  follows, 

St.  Paul’s  Dorcas,  9 

St.  Andrew’s,  14 

Cherry  Street  Association,  22 

Friends’  West  Sewing  Circle,  5 
3d  Presbyterian  Church,  3 

Private  charity  80  and  2  pairs 
of  shoes. 

Total,  -  -  -  133 

Private  charity  2  yards  flannel; 
muslin ;  2  bushels  potatoes ;  1 
quarter  of  wood ;  $4.50. 
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SEVENTH  AND  TENTH  DISTRICTS. 

Market  to  Vine — Twelfth  street  to  Schuylkill  river. 


No.  of  families  requiring  at¬ 
tention,  -  -  -  -  92 

Children  under  12  years,  -  172 

“  at  School,  -  -  74 

“  at  Sunday  School,  -  63 

!!  profitably  employed,  13 
Superannuated  individuals,  -  4 

Foreigners,  -  -  -  56 

People  of  color,  1 

Intemperate  persons,  -  2 

Lame,  -----  l 
Visits  made,  -  572 

Sick  persons,  -  -  -  10 

Coal  from  U.  B.  A.  (sold 

to  the  poor)  -  261  tons. 

Coal  from  Grandom  Insti¬ 
tute,  2  “ 

Coal  given  by  the  Guar¬ 
dians,  -  -  -  1  “ 

Wood  given  by  the  Guar¬ 
dians,  11  cords. 

City  Council,  -  -  -  71  “ 

Cherry  street  Association, 

(Young  mens’)  -  1  ton. 

Garmentsgiven  from  Grace  Church, 
84,  10  yards  muslin,  191  yards 
flannel,  24  yards  gingham,  31 
yards  cotton,  18  pairs  hose. 


Garments  given  from  St.  John’s 
Evan.  Lutheran  Church,  30,  431 
yards  calico,  411  yards  muslin, 
351  yards  flannel,  71  yards  do., 
8  pairs  hose,  1  comfortable,  1 
sheet,  2  blankets. 

Friends’  Infant  Sewing  Circle,  6 
garments. 

Private  charity,  127  garments,  10 
yards  calico,  1  bonnet,  1  pair 
boots,  2  pairs  shoes,  groceries, 
and  $28.07  cts. 

$5.00  procured  from  a  benevolent 
society  in  St.  John’s  church,  to 
aid  in  paying  the  rent  of  a  sick 
man. 

$5.00  loaned  from  private  charity. 

1  Boy  placed  at  Girard  College. 

2  Girls  at  service. 

1  Child  at  Sunday  School,  and 
steady  employment  procured  for 
1  woman. 

1  admitted  to  House  of  Industry. 

19  families  supplied  with  soup 
from  the  Soup  House. 

1  Bible  and  2  Testaments  given. 

Expended  from  funds  of  U.  B.  A., 
$90. 


The  Secretary  writes : — “  Several  interesting  cases  have  come 
under  our  notice.  In  one  instance,  the  father  of  the  family  had 
been  ill  for  a  month,  and  every  article  on  which  money  could 
be  raised,  had  been  parted  with,  before  they  were  willing  to 
apply  for  relief.” 

One  Visitor  remarks  that  a  deposit  for  coal  has  been  made  by 
a  family  from  whom  she  did  not  expect  such  a  proof  of  fore¬ 
thought  ;  and  that  a  number  of  hard  working  widows  under  her 
care  are  delighted  at  the  prospect  of  buying  at  such  a  cheap 
rate,  and  are  struggling  hard  to  save  money  enough.  This 
plan  of  selling  coal  to  the  poor,  at  half  price,  in  the  language  of 
the  Secretary,  “is  one  of  the  best  forms  which  charity  can  take.” 
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EIGHTH  DISTRICT. 

Market  to  Spruce — Twelfth  to  Schuylkill  Sixth  street. 


No.  of  families  under  care,  -  65 
Visits  made,  ...  500 

Sick  persons  relieved,  -  -  66 

Deaths,  -  -  -  6 

Expended  from  funds  of  U.  B.  A., 
SI  15. 

Amount  of  deposits  for  coal,  $16. 
Coal  given  by  the  U.  B.  A.,  10  tons. 
Coal  purchased  by  poor  depositors, 
17£  tons. 

12  orders  furnished  for  Girard 
wood. 

Aid  from  Guardians  of  the  poor,  1£ 
cords  of  wood,  1  ton  of  coal,  $3 
for  funeral  expenses,  $1  for  a 
sick  man,  also  50c.  per  week  to 
each  of  five  families. 

25  soup  tickets  given. 


Garments  given — from  the  Dorcas 
of  the  8th  District,  24  ;  St.  An¬ 
drew’s,  8  ;  Epiphany,  8 ;  First 
Presbyterian  Church,  17  j  St. 
Stephen’s,  1. 

Private  charity,  190  garments,  also, 
3  comfortables,  3  blankets,  2 
sheets,  1  bed  and  bedstead,  1 
stove,  half  a  ton  of  coal,  groce¬ 
ries  and  nourishment  for  the  sick. 

Employment  procured  for  eight 
persons  at  House  of  Industry. 

A  good  place  procured  for  a  boy, 
also  for  a  girl,  and  steady  work 
for  a  poor  woman. 

One  sick  man  sent  to  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Hospital,  where  he  was 
well  attended  to,  until  death  re¬ 
lieved  his  sufferings. 


Of  the  families  under  care,  many  of  them  consist  of  the  old, 
infirm  and  sickly,  whose  most  pressing  wants  have,  in  some 
measure,  been  supplied  for  some  years  by  the  benevolence  of 
this  Association.  Aid  has  been  given  to  the  shipwrecked  and 
the  stranger.  Many  of  the  industrious  poor,  now  doing  well 
and  having  comfortable  homes,  feel  deeply  grateful  to  the 
Society,  which  reached  forth  its  helping  hand,  in  the  dark  hour 
when  hope  had  almost  failed  them.” 

A  Visitor  reports  “  visiting  an  interesting  Protestant  Irish 
family,  who  had  been  in  better  circumstances,  but  reduced  by 
protracted  illness.  The  expression  of  the  mother’s  face  will  not 
easily  be  forgotten,  when  she  told  of  her  first  attempt,  at  a  gate, 
to  beg  a  little  bread,  and  how  she  was  turned  away,  and  how 
she  found  a  tract  lying  on  the  snow,  and  what  comfort  she 
found  in  it,  and  how  it  strengthened  her  faith  and  reliance  on 
the  Divine  promises,  and  what  good  friends  were  almost  imme¬ 
diately  raised  up  for  her.” 

Another  interesting  case  is  also  mentioned :  “A  sick  man,  by 
the  name  of  Joseph  W.,  (since  deceased)  a  carpet  weaver  by  trade, 
whose  health  (all  the  capital  a  poor  man  has,)  declined,  and 
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who,  for  the  last  seven  months  of  his  life,  has  not  been  able  to 
earn  anything.”  The  Visitor  adds:  “He  appears  to  be  rapidly 
going  to  his  heavenly  home,  for  which  he  seems  fully  prepared. 
His  conversation  is  full  of  faith  and  hope,  and  deeply  interesting 
from  the  lips  of  one  standing  on  the  borders  of  the  grave.” 

ELEVENTH  AND  TWELFTH  DISTRICTS. 

Market  to  South — Schuylkill  Sixth  to  the  river  Schuylkill. 


No.  of  families  requiring  atten¬ 
tion,  95 

Children  under  12  years,  -  247 
at  School,  88 

“  at  Sabbath  School,  -  109 

“  profitably  employed,  54 

Superannuated  individuals,  -  5 

No.  of  foreigners,  85 

People  of  color,  -  -  -  3 

Intemperate  persons,  -  4 

Lame  do.  -  -  2 

Deaf  and  dumb,  -  -  1 

Inveterate  paupers,  6 

No.  of  visits  made,  -  -  333 

Sick  persons  —  average  per 

month,  ...  7 

Deaths,  ....  5 

Garments  given  from  St.  Philip’s 
Dorcas,  Vaughan  Association, 
Presbyterian  and  Methodist 
churches,  and  from  U.  B.  A., 
371. 

Coal  given  from  U.  B.  A.,  10  tons. 
Deposited  by  the  poor  for  coal, 
$17.50. 

Expended  of  the  funds  of  U.  B.  A., 
$112.50. 

Soup  tickets  furnished  on  Western 
Soup  House,  41. 


Employment  obtained  for  34  per¬ 
sons,  as  follows:  Provident  Socie¬ 
ty  19,  U.  B.  A.  store  3,  Female 
Hospitable  Society  5,  other 
sources,  5. 

Wood  from  Vaughan  Association, 

1  qr.,  Young  Men’s  Association, 
Cherry  street,  6  qrs.  Guardians, 

2  qrs. 

Private  charity,  20  bushels  coke,  2 
coal  stoves,  2  tons  of  coal,  mate¬ 
rials  for  a  cloak,  t  pair  stock¬ 
ings,  1  bed  quilt  and  $4.50  ;  also, 
$8  collected  from  private  charity 
to  pay  the  fare  of  a  widow  and 
four  small  children  to  Armstrong 
county  in  this  State,  and  for  provi¬ 
sions  for  the  journey;  73  gar¬ 
ments  and  1  qr.  wood. 

Six  families  supplied  with  $2  each 
from  the  School  Corporation  fund . 

Aid  from  Guardians, — $1  worth  of 
groceries,  also  a  weekly  allow¬ 
ance  for  two  families,  2-3rds  of  a 
ton  of  coal,  divided  between  two 
families,  $8  to  assist  in  defraying 
the  expenses  of  the  widow  before 
mentioned. 

2  comfortables  loaned  from  the 
Fragment  Society. 


Two  bibles  were  given,  one  from  Bible  Association  of  Friends, 
and  one  from  the  Philadelphia  Bible  Society ;  the  latter  was 
presented  to  a  poor  man,  with  a  large  family  of  children.  He 
had  recently  been  discharged  from  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital, 
where  he  was  confined  several  weeks,  [with  a  fractured  leg. 
When  the  bible  was  handed  him,  he  exclaimed,  “  Oh,  I  would 
rather  have  this  than  a  new  coat.” 

2 
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One  Visitor  mentions  furnishing  a  poor  woman  with  the 
means  to  purchase  half  a  ton  of  coal,  who  had  formerly  sup¬ 
plied  herself  with  sufficient  fuel  for  the  winter,  by  collecting 
from  the  ashes  thrown  upon  vacant  lots  in  her  neighborhood ; 
but,  from  new  arrangements  made,  it  had  been  deposited  else¬ 
where,  and  thus  this  resource  taken  from  her. 

Much  gratitude  has  been  expressed  by  some  of  the  recipients 
of  the  bounty  of  this  association.  “  One  young  man,  long 
afflicted  with  sore  disease,  and  towards  whose  comfort  it  has 
been  felt  a  privilege  to  be  able  to  minister,  remarked  not  long 
since  to  his  wife,  ‘that  if  restored  to  health,  so  as  to  be  able  to 
resume  his  business,  he  intended  to  contribute  to  this  Associa¬ 
tion.’  This  family  had  suffered  much  ere  they  were  willing  to 
make  their  vrants  known  ;  and  having  seen  better  days,  their 
situation  was  the  more  keenly  felt.  The  loan  of  $ 2  was  made 
from  the  funds  of  the  Association,  and  the  wife  furnished  with 
fine  sewing  from  the  store  connected  with  this  Association.” 

The  poor  widow  mentioned  as  having  been  sent  to  Armstrong 
county,  expresses  much  gratitude  to  those  who  had  befriended 
her  in  the  hour  of  extremity,  accompanied  with  a  desire  that 
“  it  might  never  be  their  lot  to  pass  through  what  she  had  ex¬ 
perienced.”  Every  thing  in  the  power  of  the  Visitors  was 
done  to  render  her  situation,  and  that  of  her  helpless  orphans, 
comfortable  ;  but  so  averse  was  she  to  receiving  assistance,  that 
she  has  been  known  to  suffer  rather  than  solicit  aid  from  those 
whom,  she  said,  “  had  done  too  much  for  her.” 

Through  the  kindness  of  the  Agent  of  the  Pittsburgh  Trans¬ 
portation  Company,  this  poor  woman  and  family  were  conveyed 
over  the  route  at  less  than  half  price. 

NORTHERN  LIBERTIES. 

Bounded  by  Vine  street ,  Cohocksinlc  creek ,  and  River  Delaware. 

No.  of  Families  requiring  at-  Expended  from  the  funds  of  U.  B. 

tention,  -  -  -  -  90  Association,  $75. 

No.  of  visits  made,  -  -  450  Received  from  J.  Street,  for  gro- 

Cases  of  sickness,  -  -  -  5 1  ceries,  1 1  orders }  wood  5  or- 

Garments  given  as  follows,  viz :  ders  ;  coal  5  orders. 

Union  Dorcas,  -  -  -  12  Wood,  from  Grandom  Institute, 

Cherry  Street  Association,  34  2  orders. 
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Trinity  Methodist  Dorcas,  28 
St.  Philip's,  2 

1st  Presbyterian  Church,  N. 

Liberties,  3 

North  District  Sewing  Society,  20 
N.  Liberties  Society  for  relief  and 
employment  of  poor  women,  6 
garments,  1  comfortable. 

Private  charity,  35  garments,  5 
pairs  of  shoes,  1  quilt,  half  ton  of 
coal,  half  cord  of  wood,  provi¬ 
sions,  and  $33.62. 

Cherry  Street  Association — 3  pairs 
of  sheets,  3  wrappers,  and  two 
orders  for  wood ;  also,  paid  to 
poor  women  for  sewing,  from  the 
same  Association,  $5.84. 


Coal  from  the  same,  6  orders. 

2  pairs  shoes,  and  $1.25 

From  Guardians,  4  orders  for  gro¬ 
ceries,  3  for  wood  ;  coal  2  orders: 
an  order  for  37 J  cents  per  week 
to  a  sick  man:  also,  one  of  25  cts. 
per  week,  for  a  sick  woman,  for 
the  winter  season. 

Distributed  5  Bibles  and  2  Testa¬ 
ments. 

Obtained  employment  for  18  per¬ 
sons. 

1  boy  placed  in  Girard  College. 

10  orders  for  soup  given. 


The  Secretary  adds,  “  Many  have  been  stopped  in  their 
career  of  wickedness  by  the  admonitions  of  the  Visitors.  We 
notice  two  families  in  particular,  who  worked  on  the  Sabbath, 
as  being  the  most  profitable  day  for  them.  By  the  kind  advice 
and  perseverance  of  the  Visitor,  they  ceased  from  their  labors 
on  that  day,  and  were  willing  'that  their  children  should  be 
placed  at  Sabbath  school ;  and  the  parents  were  persuaded  to 
attend  a  place  of  worship,  which  they  continue  to  do.” 


No.  of  families  requiring  at¬ 
tention,  -  -  -  - 

Children  under  12  years, 

“  at  school, 

“  Sunday  school, 

“  profitably  employed, 
Superannuated, 

Orphans,  .... 
Foreigners,  -  -  -  - 
People  of  color, 

Intemperate  persons, 

Blind,  .... 

Lame,  - 

Inveterate  paupers, 

Number  of  visits  made,  -  584 
Expended  of  the  funds  of  U.  B. 

Association,  $115. 

Loaned,  $3.00. 

Coal  given  from  U.  B.  A.,  83. 
Deposits,  33. 

Sick  persons,  104. 


From  the  North  District  S.  S. — 9 
yards  of  calico,  6  of  muslin,  4  of 
flannel,  and  10  garments  have 
been  given. 

From  the  N.  Liberties  Association 
for  relief  and  employment  of  the 
poor,  6  garments. 

Cherry  Street  Association,  12  gar¬ 
ments. 

St.  Philip’s  Dorcas,  5  garments. 

Vaughan  Association,  2  garments 
and  6  yards  of  calico. 

1 1th  Presbyterian  Church  Dorcas, 
6  garments. 

8th  Street,  Trinity  Dorcas,  10  gar¬ 
ments  and  4  yards  of  Canton 
flannel. 

M.  E.  Dorcas,  15  garments  and  7 
yards  calico. 

One  garment  from  Grace  Church 
Dorcas. 


EAST  SPrvING  GARDEN. 


92 

124 

48 

33 

21 

4 

2 

28 

15 

2 

1 

4 
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Deaths,  9. 

From  the  Grandom  Institute,  four 
tons  of  coal,  and  $1.00. 

Aid  from  Guardians,  11  orders  for 
wood,  8  orders  for  groceries,  41 
tons  of  coal. 

Aid  from  J.  Street,  3  orders  for 
coal,  3  for  groceries,  and  $1.50. 

Private  charity — 248  garments  ;  16 
pairs  of  shoes  ;  1  pair  stockings  ; 
3  bonnets;  shawl;  50  yards  of 
calico  ;  15  yards  Canton  flannel; 
5  yards  cassinet ;  5  yards  muslin; 


2  quarters  of  wood ;  1  stove,  and 
1  Bible  have  been  distributed. 

Several  garments  from  the  United 
Daughters  of  Temperance  for 
the  families  of  two  reformed  in¬ 
ebriates. 

Donation  of  $1.50,  and  three  Bibles 
from  the  Spring  Garden  Bible 
Society,  have  been  distributed. 

One  stove  loaned. 

12  orders  for  soup  given. 

A  loan  of  $1.50  returned. 


The  Secretary  remarks,  u  Our  Visitors  have  found  much  suf¬ 
fering  among  the  poor,  from  the  want  of  employment,  sickness, 
and  the  severity  of  the  weather. 


WEST  SPRING  GARDEN. 


No.  of  families  under  care,  219 

Colored  persons,  4 

Superannuated,  -  -  -  4 

Blind. . 1 

164  children  under  12  years. 

20  at  day  school 
23  at  Sunday  school. 

2  idiots. 

4  intemperate. 

27  deaths  have  occurred. 

1  person  removed  to  the  hospital. 
16  discharged  as  impostors. 

99  garments  ;  8  pairs  of  shoes  ; 

one  bonnet ;  one  hat;  one  cloak ; 
2  quilts  ;  1  sheet ;  1  blanket ; 
1  pillow ;  1  barrel  flour,  and 
$6.10$,  were  from  private  cha¬ 
rity. 

1  garment  and  $1.50  from  the 
Hibernian  Society. 

37  garments  from  Nazareth  Metho¬ 
dist  Dorcas. 


12  garments  from  Mr.  Chamber’s 
Dorcas. 

1  garment  from  Friends’  Dorcas. 

2  garments  and  2  pairs  of  shoes, 
purchased  with  U.  B.  A.  funds. 

2  Bibles  given  from  Spring  Garden 
Bible  Society. 

10  Soup  tickets  have  been  distri¬ 
buted. 

1  $  cords  wood  ;  6$  tons  of  coal,  and 
15  orders  for  groceries  from 
Guardians  of  the  poor. 

Expended  from  U.  B.  A.  $165. 

Half  ton  of  coal  given  from  Gran¬ 
dom  Institute. 

9J  tons  of  coal  purchased  with  U. 
B.  A.  funds. 

Half  ton  given  by  the  Association. 

34  orders  for  coal  given  to  deposi¬ 
tors,  at  $2.00  per  ton,  who  for¬ 
merly  received  it  gratuitously. 


The  Secretary  writes  as  follows  :  “  There  has  been  an  unu¬ 
sual  amount  of  suffering  and  distress  among  our  poor ;  much  of 
it  has  been  produced  by  intemperance. 

“  One  Visitor  was  called  upon  to  visit  a  family  said  to  be 
in  great  distress.  She  found  the  woman  on  the  floor,  so  much 
intoxicated  as  to  be  unable  to  speak ;  the  man  in  the  same 
ituation,  scarcely  able  to  sit  on  the  chair.  They  had  three 
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small  children.  Impositions  are  daily  practised  upon  our 
Visitors.  One  family  applied  for  assistance,  stating  they  had 
seven  children,  and  no  means  to  support  them.  Upon  enquiry 
it  was  found  that  they  had  but  three  children,  and  the  man  was 
receiving  $10  per  week  for  polishing  marble.  Everything  ap¬ 
peared  very  comfortable  about  them.  Many  more  might  be 
mentioned  if  time  would  permit,  but  one  or  two  cases  in  con¬ 
trast  with  the  foregoing  will  suffice. 

A  Visitor  states,  “  as  she  was  visiting  in  her  section,  a  woman 
accosted  her,  thanking  her  for  the  timely  assistance  rendered 
herself  and  husband  the  previous  winter,  having  had  steady 
employment  ever  since.  They  had  been  enabled  to  purchase 
a  small  house — they  were  living  comfortably  and  doing  well.” 

Another  Visitor  mentions  “the  case  of  an  aged  female,  who 
had  been  suffering  with  a  cancer  for  three  years.  About  three 
months  previous  to  her  death,  she  became  interested  on  the 
subject  of  religion,  and  finally  gave  good  evidence  that  a  saving 
change  had  taken  place.  She  died,  thanking  the  Visitor  for 
her  kindness  and  attention  to  her  spiritual  as  well  as  temporal 
comforts.”  If  it  were  not  for  some  such  cases  to  cheer  the 
Visitors,  they  well  might  become  discouraged  in  their  work  of 
mercy.” 

SOUTHWARK. 


Bounded  by  South  street — Rivei 

No.  of  families  requiring  atten¬ 
tion,  -  227 

Children  under  12  years,  -  217 
u  at  School,  -  -  18 

t;  at  Sunday  School,  -  73 

“  profitably  employed,  27 

Superannuated  individuals,  -  11 

Orphans,  -  -  -  -  12 

Foreigners,  -  -  -  -  19 

People  of  color,  -  -  -  15 

Intemperate  persons,  -  -  5 

Blind  persons,  ...  3 

Lame  do.  8 

Deaf  and  dumb,  -  -  1 

Inveterate  paupers,  6 

No.  of  visits  made,  -  -  1017 

Sick  persons,  -  -  -  178 


■  Delaware  and  Passyunk  Road. 

2  boys  placed  at  Girard  College. 

3  children  placed  at  Sabbath  and  1 
at  Day  School. 

69  soup  tickets  given. 

Orders  for  Provident  Society  work, 
28. 

A  poor  woman  assisted  to  buy  vege¬ 
tables  for  a  stand  in  market. 

Garments  distributed — from  South¬ 
wark  Dorcas  127,  also  122^  yds. 
calico  and  5  yards  canton  flan¬ 
nel  ;  Southern  Dorcas  304,  be¬ 
sides  32^  yards  calico  and  6  yds. 
Alapaca;  Trinity  Church  Dorcas 
18 ;  Sixth  Presbyterian  church  5 ; 
from  various  other  sources,  397, 
35  yds.  muslin  and  36  yds.  calico. 
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Expended  of  the  U.  B.  A.  funds, 
$225. 

Expended  from  Guardians.  $1.75. 
Other  sources,  $51 .04. 

Amount  of  deposits  for  coal,  $296. 
Amount  of  loans,  $5.25. 

Loan  returned,  $1.00. 

VVood  from  Guardians,  61  qrs. 

Coal  do.  do.  5  do. 

Coal  from  Vaughan  Association,  13 
qrs. 

U.  B.  A.,  3  qis. 

Grandom  Institute,  7  qrs. 

John  Street,  5  qrs. 

Coal  from  Seamen’s  Friend  Society, 
4  qrs. 

Society  of  Friends,  1  qr. 

Private  sources,  2  qrs. 

Total  amount,  25f  tons. 

Four  stoves  paid  for,  one  returned. 


Employment  obtained  for  12  per 
sons. 

Total  amount  of  garments,  833. 

Groceries  from  the  Vaughan  Asso¬ 
ciation,  also,  from  the  same,  gar¬ 
ments. 

4  pairs  stockings  from  the  Mantua 
Village  fair. 

22  pairs  of  boots  and  shoes  from 
private  sources. 

Clothes  to  equip  a  family  of  chil¬ 
dren  for  Sabbath  School. 

6  loaves  of  bread,  10  lbs.  of  beef, 
1  shawl,  1  table,  1  straw  bed, 
medicine,  meat,  groceries,  from 
private  sources;  also,  from  the 
same,  five  dollars  worth  of  boots 
and  shoes. 

Groceries  from  John  Street. 

A  poor  woman  assisted  to  go  with 
her  4  children  to  Pottsville. 


The  Secretary  writes  ;  “  There  is  one  thing  she  would  remark 
upon — the  want  of  employment.  This  subject  is  continually 
forced  upon  our  attention,  as  the  reports  come  up  month  after 
month  with  an  increasing  demand  for  a  supply  of  work.  The 
want  may  be  real  or  pretended,  but  whichever  it  is,  it  would  be 
desirable  that  the  means  of  meeting  this  demand  should  be 
placed  within  the  reach  of  each  Visitor.  The  ability  always  to 
furnish  work  for  the  poor,  might  greatly  aid  in  detecting  idle¬ 
ness  and  suppressing  pauperism.” 

One  Visitor  reports  a  highly  interesting  instance  of  integrity  in 
a  case  of  great  poverty.  “A  poor  woman,  (whom  the  Visitor 
found  in  great  destitution,  and  who  had  been  sick  a  long  time,) 
had,  by  some  means,  found  a  large  sum  of  money,  ($3,700) 
and  when  she  had  discovered  the  owner,  honestly  surrendered  it, 
although  she  had  been  urged  by  herbrother  to  secure  it  for  her¬ 
self.  For  this  act  of  uncompromising  integrity,  the  owner  gave 
her  th e  paltry  sum  of  $4.95!  The  Visitor  says,  “  this  woman 
has  been  sick  for  two  vears.” 

j 

Another  Visitor  reports  the  death  of  an  aged  man,  who  had 
been  confined  to  his  bed  three  years  with  paralysis.  “  He 
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died,”  says  the  Visitor,  “  at  the  age  of  seventy,  in  full  hope  of 
a  blessed  immortality.”  For  the  last  year  he  has  not  been  able 
to  hear  a  word  that  I  said  to  him,  but  always  met  me  with  a 
smile,  and  said,  “  God  will  reward  you  for  your  kindness  to 
me.”  He  was  buried  by  a  poor  girl,  a  relation  of  his,  who 
earned  her  living  by  her  labor. 

The  Visitor  of  1  Sth  section  reports  another  very  interesting 
case  of  a  widow  and  four  little  children,  one  of  them  a  young 
infant,  who  were  found  almost  in  a  state  of  starvation.  They 
were  strangers  from  Baltimore,  apparently  very  respectable ; 
and  from  the  appearance  of  their  goods,  (most  of  which,  how¬ 
ever,  they  were  obliged  to  pawn)  they  had  once  been  in  com¬ 
fortable  circumstances.  A  neighbor,  whom  one  of  the  children 
called  upon  at  midnight,  found  the  mother  sick,  and  the  child 
famishing  with  hunger.  A  physician  wTho  wrns  called,  stated 
the  mother’s  sickness  was  caused  by  starvation — they  had  not 
tasted  food  for  two  days !  After  much  kindness  had  been 
shown  them  by  the  neighbors,  their  case  was  made  known  to 
the  Visitor.  She  visited  and  relieved  them,  until  the  woman 
was  restored.  She  then,  with  others,  raised  from  private 
sources,  a  sum  more  than  sufficient  to  enable  them  all  to  return 
to  Baltimore.  She  was  very  grateful  for  the  aid  received,  shed 
tears  at  parting,  and  said  she  should  always  remember  with  gra¬ 
titude  the  kindness  of  her  benefactors  at  Philadelphia. 

In  the  City  proper  forty-one  persons  have  received  the  benefit 
of  “  The  Nurse  Society.”  In  Moyamensing  seven. 

MOYAMENSING. 

Bounded  by  South  street — Passyunk  Road  and  river  Schuylkill. 

No.  of  visits,  ...  1186  Juvenile  Dorcas  Society,  Nurse 
Sick,  ....  254  Society  13,  private  sources  294. 

Deaths,  27  Total  amount,  360. 

Garments  given, — from  St.  An-  Coal  purchased  of  the  IT.  E.  A.,  at 
drew’s  Dorcas  19,  Western  Sew-  $2  per  ton,  43|  tons, 
ing  Circle  of  Friends  29,  Clinton  Coal  purchased  of  Grandom  Insti- 
street  Church  Dorcas  9,  First  tution,  at  $2  per  ton,  13  tons. 
Presbyterian  Church  Dorcas  37,  Money  loaned,  $5. 
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Expended  of  the  U.  B.  A.  funds, 
$177.75. 

Private  charity,  $5, 

1 1  children  placed  at  school. 

50  children  placed  at  S.  School. 
Employment  obtained  for  24  per¬ 
sons. 

Very  many  reported  in  want  of 
employment. 


Aid  received  from  Guardians — 
orders  to  send  3  persons  to  the 
almshouse,  36  orders  for  wood, 
25  for  coal,  groceries  amounting 
to  $10.75,  also  cash  $5,  for  phy¬ 
sicians  5,  36  orders  for  soup,  2 
orders  for  wood  from  Society  of 
Friends. 


From  the  foregoing  report,  some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the 
variety  and  extent  of  the  labors  of  our  Visitors  for  the  past  year ; 
and  although  the  amount  of  time  and  aid  bestowed  is  much  be¬ 
yond  what  is  reported,  the  omission,  it  is  believed,  may  be 
traced  to  the  fear  of  ostentation.  The  hearty  co-operation  of 
some  judicious  females  would  be  desirable,  as  our  number  in 
many  places  is  much  reduced  from  various  causes. 

Surely  our  plan  of  operation  must  commend  itself  to  every 
intelligent,  benevolent  mind ;  and  remembering  the  words  of 
our  blessed  Saviour,  “the  poor  ye  have  always  with  you,  and 
whensoever  ye  will,  ye  may  do  them  good,”  to  those  blessed 
with  health  and  leisure  we  would  say,  “  Come  over  to  Mace¬ 
donia  and  help  us.” 

Whole  amount  of  expenditure  by  Visitors,  of  the  Fund  of  the 
Union  Benevolent  Association,  including  loans,  &c.  $1905.13 
for  the  past  year.  During  the  year  previous  (1847-8)  the 
amount  was  $1298.21,  showing  an  increase  of  $606.92.  Of 
this  extra  expenditure,  it  is  presumed  that  the  greater  part  was 
for  fuel,  purchased  either  of  this  Association  or  the  “  Grandom 
Institute,”  at  half  the  usual  price. 

Respectfully  submitted. 
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REPORT  OF  STORE  COMMITTEE, 

For  1848-49. 

The  Committee  charged  with  the  Working  Department  of 
the  Union  Benevolent  Association,  report: 

That  during  tire  past  year  they  have  given  employment  to 
60  women,  averaging  about  30  monthly.  Upwards  of  3,928 
garments  have  been  completed  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  It  is 
a  source  of  gratification  to  the  Committee  to  observe  the  steady 
increase  of  patronage  bestowed  upon  this  branch  of  the  Society's 
labors,  inasmuch  as  they  are  thereby  enabled  to  employ  a 
larger  number  of  women,  many  of  whom  are  thus  earning  a 
subsistence  who  would  otherwise  be  dependent  upon  charity. 
Could  we  present  you  with  the  individual  history  of  many  of 
these  women,  your  sympathies  would  be  awakened,  and  your 
sensibilities  quickened,  on  beholding  here  a  superannuated 
parent  dependent  on  the  plying  of  the  needle  by  an  only 
daughter — there  an  imbecile  husband  or  child,  whose  partner 
and  parent  must  work  until  midnight  to  provide  for  the  wants 
of  a  helpless  family.  We  might  add  to  these  many  more 
instances  of  an  equally  interesting  character,  but  we  forbear. 
Let  each  strive  to  bear  in  mind  that,  “  Blessed  is  he  who 
considers  the  poor.” 

Our  Storekeeper  continues  to  give  entire  satisfaction,  and 
the  fidelity  manifested  by  her  in  discharging  the  arduous  duties 
consequent  upon  furnishing  all  the  Cholera  Hospitals  in  the 
city  and  suburbs  with  the  needful  clothing,  &c.,  per  orders 
furnished  by  the  Board  of  Health,  the  past  summer,  is  held  in 
grateful  remembrance  by  the  Committee.  Our  thanks  are  also 
due  to  Capt.  Sherman,  for  his  kindness  in  acting  as  Treasurer 
to  the  concern. 

For  further  particulars,  amount  of  stock  on  hand,  moneys 
paid,  &c.,  see  Treasurer’s  Report,  as  follows: 
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SewmS  Branch  U.  B.  A.  in  account  current  with  JVm.  E.  Sherman. 

Dr. 

To  bills  paid,  -----  $1094  60 

C  ash  paid  workers,  -  13p3  58 

Cash  paid  to  storekeeper  and  cutter-out,  -  -  312  00 

Cr. 

By  cash  received  from  store,  -  $2824  55 

Bills  due  the  store,  -  48  54 

Stock  on  hand,  $988  53— Owing  by  Committee,  $350. 

We  would  congratulate  the  Society  upon  the  success  of  this 
experiment,  commenced  but  a  few  years  since  with  a  capital  of 


8100. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


CONSTITUTION 


OF  THE 

UNION  BENEVOLENT  ASSOCIATION. 

Whereas,  in  all  populous  communities,  and  especially  in  large  cities, 
the  evils  of  pauperism  are  found  to  press  heavily,  both  on  the  poor,  by 
privation,  and  on  the  rich  by  taxation:  and  since  experience  shows  that 
the  comfort  and  well  being  of  every  individual  in  society  are  liable  to 
interruption  by  the  disorderly  conduct  and  crimes  which  too  often 
accompany  poverty  ;  and  whereas,  it  is  a  duty  admitted  to  be  binding 
upon  ail  persons,  to  aid  in  alleviating,  and  still  more,  in  preventing  the 
misfortunes  and  sufferings  of  their  fellow  citizens,  we,  the  undersigned, 
after  due  deliberation  on  the  subject,  do  hereby  agree  to  the  following 
constitution,  as  the  means  by  which  actual  distress  will  be  best  miti¬ 
gated  and  removed,  pauperism  and  its  concomitant  ills  prevented,  and 
employment  and  instruction  provided  for  the  indigent  and  needy,  com¬ 
patibly  with  justice  to  all  classes,  and  the  best  interests  of  the  common¬ 
wealth. 


ARTICLE  I. 

This  Society  shall  be  called  “  The  Union  Benevolent  Associa¬ 
tion.” 


ARTICLE  II. 

Every  citizen  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  who  shall  sub¬ 
scribe  to  this  constitution,  and  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  the 
sum  of  ten  dollars,  shall  be  a  member  for  life  :  and  every  such  citizen 
who  shall  subscribe  to  this  constitution,  and  pay  annually  into  the  hands 
of  the  Treasurer  the  sum  of  two  dollars,  shall  be  a  member  while  he 
contributes. 


ARTICLE  III. 

The  officers  of  the  Association  shall  be  a  President,  two  Vice  Pre¬ 
sidents,  a  Treasurer,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  a  Recording  Secretary, 
and  twenty  Managers,  who  jointly  shall  constitute  an  Executive  Board, 
seven  of  whom  shall  form  a  quorum. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

The  President,  or  in  case  of  his  absence,  the  senior  Vice  President 
present,  shall  preside  at  the  meetings  of  the  Association  and  Executive 
Board,  and  subscribe  their  official  acts.  In  case  of  the  absence  of  the 
President  and  Vice  Presidents,  a  President  pro  tempore,  shall  be 
appointed  annually. 

ARTICLE  V. 

The  Association  shall  meet  annually  on  the  Third  Tuesday  in  October 
in  each  year,  fifteen  forming  a  quorum.  And  the  Executive  Board  shall 
meet  at  least  once  in  each  month. 
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ARTICLE  VI. 

The  President,  or  in  case  of  his  absence,  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents, 
shall,  at  the  request  in  writing  of  ten  members,  call  special  meetings  of 
the  Association. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

The  Executive  Board  shall,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Association, 
lay  before  it  a  full  report  of  its  affairs,  and  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Board  for  the  last  year,  and  communicate  such  other  information  as  may 
be  considered  useful. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

The  Board  shall  have  full  authority  to  confer  and  correspond  with  the 
Ladies’  Society  and  committees  :  to  divide  the  city  and  county  into  dis¬ 
tricts  ;  to  appoint  an  agent  or  agents  with  such  salaries  as  may  be  neces¬ 
sary.  and  to  take  such  other  measures  as  they  may  deem  expedient  to 
carry  the  objects  of  the  Association  into  effect ;  and  shall  have  power 
to  fill  all  vacancies  which  may  occur  in  the  Board. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

The  Treasurer  shall  report  monthly  to  the  Board,  and  shall,  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Association,  lay  before  it  a  full  statement  of  his 
accounts,  and  of  the  funds  of  the  Association ;  and  shall  pay  all  orders 
drawn  by  the  President  under  the  direction  of  the  Association  or  Board. 

ARTICLE  X. 

The  Recording  Secretary  shall  keep  fair  minutes  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Association,  and  of  the  Board  ;  shall  attest  their  official  acts,  and 
give  notice  of  their  meetings.  In  case  of  his  absence,  a  secretary  pro 
tempore  shall  be  appointed. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

The  correspondence  of  the  Association  and  of  the  Board,  shall  be 
under  the  charge  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

The  members  shall,  at  the  annual  meeting,  elect  by  ballot  the  officers 
and  managers  of  the  Association  to  serve  for  one  year,  and  until  a  new 
Board  shall  be  elected.  Provided,  however,  that  no  person  shall  be 
allowed  to  vote  who  has  not  been  a  member  of  the  Association  at  least 
three  months  prior  to  the  election. 

ARTICLE  XIII. 

The  Recording  Secretary  shall  give  at  least  three  day’s  notice,  in  the 
newspapers,  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  election,  and  of  the  meetings 
of  the  Association. 

ARTICLE  XIV. 

The  managers  may  make  any  rules,  regulations,  or  by-laws  that  they 
may  think  proper,  not  inconsistent  with  this  Constitution. 

ARTICLE  XV. 

The  clear  yearly  value  or  income  of  the  messuages,  houses,  land  and 
tenements,  rents,  annuities,  or  other  hereditaments  and  real  estate  of  the 
said  corporation,  and  the  interest  of  money  to  be  lent  by  them,  shall 
not  exceed  the  sum  of  Five  Hundred  Pounds. 


BY-LAWS. 


ARTICLE  I. 

The  Stated  Meetings  of  the  Executive  Board  shall  be  held  on  the 
3rd  Tuesday  of  each  month,  and  five  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum. 

ARTICLE  IT. 

Special  Meetings  may  be  called  by  the  President,  or  in  his  absence, 
by  either  of  the  Vice  Presidents,  at  the  written  request  of  live  members 
of  the  Board. 

ARTICLE  III. 

The  order  of  business  shall  be  as  follows : 

1.  The  calling  of  the  roll. 

2.  Reading  of  the  minutes. 

3.  Report  of  Agent. 

4.  Report  of  Treasurer. 

5.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees. 

6.  Report  of  Select  Committees. 

7.  Deferred  Business. 

8.  New  Business. 

9.  Elections. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

The  following  Standing  Committees  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the 
first  meeting  of  the  Board  after  the  annual  election  : 

1 .  A  Committee  on  Publication  to  consist  of  two  members. 

2.  A  Committee  of  Conference  to  consist  of  two  members. 

3.  A  Committee  of  Finance  to  consist  of  live  members. 

4.  A  Committee  on  Office  and  work,  to  consist  of  five  members. 

5.  A  Committee  on  Fuel  and  Stoves,  to  consist  of  live  members. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Select  committees  shall  be  appointed  by  a  presiding  officer.  Ail 
committees  shall  report  in  writing,  and  all  reports  shall  be  signed  by 
the  chairman,  or  by  such  person  as  the  committee  shall  direct. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Recording  Secretary  to  notify  all  commit¬ 
tees,  through  their  chairman,  of  their  appointment  and  its  objects. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

The  Board  shall  elect  by  ballot  suitable  persons  to  fill  vacancies 
which  may  occur  in  their  body.  A  majority  of  the  members  present 
shall  be  necessary  for  a  choice. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

All  resolutions  shall  be  offered  in  writing,  and  signed  by  the  mover, 
if  requested  by  any  member. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

All  accounts  shall  be  examined  by  the  Committee  of  Finance  before 
the  meeting,  at  which  they  are  presented  to  the  Board. 


INSTRUCTIONS  TO  VISITORS. 


With  a  view  to  promote  a  uniformity  of  action  consistent  with  the 
original  design  and  present  responsible  duties  of  this  Association,  the 
following  instructions  to  Visitors  are  respectfully  submitted  by  the 
Ladies’  Board  of  Managers,  convened  1st  Month,  2d,  1842. 

ARTICLE  I. 

You  will  confine  yourselves  exclusively  to  the  particular  Section 
appointed  you ,  visiting  the  families  thereof  once  in  two  weeks,  (if 
practicable,)  and  as  much  oftener  as  circumstances  may  seem  to  require, 
with  the  view  of  promoting  their  improvement — a  report  of  which  should 
be  rendered,  in  writing,  once  a  month,  at  the  District  meeting  to  which 
you  belong.  In  case  of  inability  to  perform  your  regular  duties,  call  in 
the  aid  of  the  District  Committee. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Endeavour  to  ascertain  the  number  of  families  requiring  aid,  and  the 
individuals  composing  them  :  their  means  of  subsistence,  the  amount  of 
rent  paid,  the  period  of  their  residence  in  the  District;  the  ages  of  their 
children,  and  whether  they  attend  school ;  making  it  your  primary 
object  to  secure  their  confidence,  by  conducting  yourselves  towards  them 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  prove  that  you  are  actuated  by  motives  of  bene¬ 
volence,  and  have  their  welfare  in  view. 

ARTICLE  III. 

You  will  be  particular  to  encourage  habits  of  industry  and  cleanliness, 
both  of  houses  and  persons,  amongst  the  poor.  Endeavor  to  make  them 
sensible  of  the  absolute  importance  of  employment,  and  aid  them  in 
obtaining  it.  Cherish  a  spirit  of  independence,  pointing  out  to  them  the 
advantage  of  Fuel  Saving  Funds  and  other  beneficial  institutions, 
encouraging  weekly  deposites  for  rent  and  other  purposes. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

It  is  needful  to  bear  in  mind  the  prevalence  of  imposture,  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  frequency  of  your  visits  will  greatly  facilitate  its 
detection.  Whilst,  therefore,  avoiding  every  appearance  of  harshness, 
or  want  of  feeling  for  the  misery  which  attracts  your  notice,  use  every 
precaution  to  guard  against  the  misapplication  of  charitable  aid,  to 
objects  of  pretended  distress,  or  to  those  who  may  be  receiving  adequate 
relief  from  other  sources. 


ARTICLE  V. 

In  case  of  the  removal  of  a  family  into  your  Section  who  may  solicit 
aid,  it  is  recommended  that  you  should  call  upon  the  Visitor  in  whose 
Section  they  have  formerly  resided,  for  information  respecting  them  : 
but  in  no  case  communicate  to  them  the  names  of  individuals  who  may 
have  informed  you  respecting  their  habits,  circumstances,  &c. 
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ARTICLE  VI. 

Where  you  meet  with  sickness  and  want,  you  will  inquire,  whether 
there  is  any  medical  or  other  attendance  ;  whether  relief  is  afforded  by 
any  Religious  or  Charitable  Society,  and  what  assistance  is  needed. 
Provide  yourself  with  information  respecting  the  nearest  Dispensary,  and 
when  practicable,  draw  upon  existing  charitable  societies  for  their  aid — 
a  list  of  which  may  be  procured  at  the  office  of  this  Association.  Where 
it  can  be  done  with  equal  advantage,  provide  the  articles  needed, 
in  preference  to  giving  money ;  and  be  careful  to  render  an  account  of 
all  expenditures  to  your  Secretary;  no  Visitor  neglecting  this  duty, 
being  entitled  to  draw  upon  the  funds  of  the  Association. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

Be  particularly  attentive  to  the  infirm  and  aged.  Sympathise  with 
the  widow,  and  have  compassion  on  the  fatherless,  endeavoring  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  general  good,  by  pointing  out  the  advantages  of  education,  the 
duty  of  religiously  observing  the  Sabbath-day — the  importance  of 
attending  a  place  of  worship,  and  the  value  of  the  sacred  Scriptures. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

It  is  generally  desirable  that  Visitors  go  two  together  in  their  Sections, 
especially  amongst  families  not  heretofore  under  care.  In  cases  of  any 
difficulty,  consult  the  judgment  of  an  experienced  Visitor,  thus  avoiding 
the  censure  of  the  public,  and  the  reproaches  of  the  undeserving  poor. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

Use  every  exertion  in  your  power  to  advance  the  cause  of  Tempe¬ 
rance,  by  imparting  judicious  advice,  and  the  circulation  of  tracts  and 
other  useful  publications  on  the  subject. 

ARTICLE  X. 

No  Visitor  is  authorized  to  make  public  collections  on  behalf  of  the 
Association,  though  at  all  times  privileged  to  solicit  from  private  charity 
contributions  for  interesting  cases  under  care. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

Neglect  not  your  Sections  in  the  summer  season,  but  visit  them  as 
faithfully  as  in  the  winter,  urging  the  necessity  of  deposites  for  fuel, 
rent,  &c.,  thereby  making  yourselves  better  acquainted  with  the  habits 
and  occupation  of  those  under  your  immediate  notice. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

Provide  yourself  with  a  blank  Schedule,  which  you  will  fill  up,  and 
accompany  with  a  notice  of  any  particular  circumstance  tending  to  illus¬ 
trate  character,  evince  improvement,  or  call  for  particular  advice  ;  with 
such  observations  on  the  state  of  your  Sections  as  may  be  useful.  Record 
the  names  of  those  you  visit,  and  the  relief  afforded  them.  Upon  your 
resignation,  hand  it  over  to  the  Visitor  who  may  succeed  you,  with  such 
remarks  as  may  be  considered  necessary. 


LIMITS  OF  THE  DISTRICTS. 


CITY. 


Vine  to  Market,  Delaware  to  Sixth  street,  .... 

Market  to  Spruce,  do.  do . 

Spruce  to  South,  do.  do.  ..... 

Vine  to  Market,  Sixth  to  Twelfth  street,  - 
Market  to  Spruce,  do.  do.  - 

Spruce  to  South,  do.  do.  ------ 

Vine  to  Market,  Twelfth  to  Schyl.  Sixth  street, 

Market  to  Spruce,  do.  do. . 

Spruce  to  South,  do.  do.  ..... 

Vine  to  Market,  Schuylkill  Sixth  to  Schuylkill  ... 

Market  to  Spruce,  do.  do. . 

Spruce  to  South,  do.  do.  - 

NORTHERN  LIBERTIES. 

Bounded  by  Vine,  Sixth.  Cohocksink  creek,  and  river  Delaware. 

SPRING-  GARDEN. 

Bounded  by  Vine,  Poplar,  Delaware  Sixth  street,  and  river  Schuylkill. 

SOUTHWARK. 

Bounded  by  South  street,  Delaware  river,  and  Passyunk  road. 

MOYAMENSING. 

Bounded  by  South  street,  Passyunk  road,  and  river  Schuylkill. 
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